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Symphony of Colors Combines Indigenous Wixárika Art and Musical Instruments 

  

  

McAllen, TX- On Saturday, January 19, 2019, the International Museum of Art & 

Science (IMAS) will open the internationally acclaimed Symphony of Color exhibition 

in association with the Hermes Music Foundation, the Secretaria de Cultura en 

Mexico, and the Festival de Música Contemporánea para un Mundo Mejor. 

World-renown sculptor Sebastián writes about the exhibition, “The Huichols have 

given our country an enormous strength in the color and design ability, and in the 

whole cosmogony of the expression of what they design, turning the Wixárika culture 

into a fundamental base for many and very great artists.” Sebastián continues, “The 

soul stirring art exhibit of the Wixárika people awakens in each of us the sacred and 

the divine. Their ancient art, so vibrant in color and rich in symbolism, combined with 

musical instruments, effortlessly draws you into their compelling world of magic and 

myth. These works of art are the true expression and soul of humanity.” 

In conjunction with the exhibition, the IMAS will be offering workshops led by 

Huichol artists. The Huichol artists will share about their technique and use of 

symbols to further enhance understanding of the Wixárika (Huichol) culture. Huichol 

art is one of the most preserved indigenous art forms of the ancient Mexican pre-

Hispanic cultures. 
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Symphony of Color is comprised of a collection of over 40 musical instruments that 

have been decorated with colorful beads by artisans from the Wixárika community, 

also known as Huicholes. Each musical instrument is a depiction of the Wixárika 

culture and art and is deeply embedded with their beliefs. The Hermes Music 

Foundation supports the Wixárika community by employing the Wixárika artists, 

selling the instruments and returning the funds to their community. 

“The pieces in Symphony of Color are bound to inspire our community and our youth, 

as the experience goes beyond the exhibit itself and into the programming of our 

educational department. This exhibit aligns inherently with the mission of the IMAS, 

promoting a deeper appreciation of the arts and sciences through culture and artistic 

enlightenment. We believe this collection will inspire and resonate with each and 

every visitor,” says Anastasia Perez, IMAS Development and Marketing Director. 

The exhibit is made possible by the generous sponsorship of the Charles Clark 

Chevrolet Co., and Clark Knapp Honda. 



Symphony of Color was organized by the Hermes Music Foundation through the 

support of the Secretaria de Cultura en Mexico and the Festival de Música 

Contemporánea para un Mundo Mejor. 

Symphony of Color will be on display from January 19 through June 30, 2019. 

Admission is free for IMAS members and included with the price of regular 

admission. 
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### 

The International Museum of Art & Science (IMAS) is fully accredited by the American Alliance 

of Museums and is a Smithsonian Affiliated Museum.  The mission of 

the International Museum of Art & Science is to promote a deeper appreciation of the arts and 

sciences through its exhibitions, cultural events, and educational programs; and to preserve, 

expand, and display its permanent art and science collections. The museum is located at the 

intersection of Bicentennial Way and Nolana Avenue at 1900 W. Nolana in McAllen, Texas. 

Hours of operation are: Closed Mondays, Tuesday to Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; Friday: 

9:00 am to 5 pm; Saturday: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; and Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. On the first 

Thursday of each month, IMAS is open until 8 pm. Log onto http://www.theimasonline.org or call 

(956) 681-2800 for more information. 
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